At the 1948 International Sedimentological Congress, the Dutch scientist Philip H. Kuenen (1902 Kuenen ( -1976 (Fig. 3) , was scheduled to read a paper on the role of density currents in cutting submarine canyons (Shepard 1948) . When the speaker on the program before him failed to appear F.P. Shepard (1897 Shepard ( -1985 , the first IAS President (Fig. 4) , from the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, filled in by showing underwater photographs of the steep and massive walls of submarine canyons. When Kuenen's turn came next, he confessed that the underwater pictures overawed him and that he would like to withdraw his paper. Density currents could not possibly carve out such huge underwater structures! The audience, however, encouraged Kuenen to present his paper and pretend that he had not seen Shepard's photographs. So Kuenen went on to discuss the erosive potential of high-density currents, and argue that they could indeed create submarine canyons.
When Philip H. Kuenen resumed his experiments, he used a density current consisting of a mixture of sediment and water (1964) . Kuenen, of course, initially focused on the erosive potential of density currents. After the 1948 International Sedimentological Congress, he began examining the characteristics of sediments deposited by these experimental currents. To record the data, he shot a movie showing the action of turbidity currents and the graded layers they deposited in a meters-long ditch built outside of his laboratory.
Bruce C. Heezen (1924 Heezen ( -1977 (Fig. 5 ) heard Kuenen lecture; he found this scientist' s work an explanation of the breaking of submarine cables off the Grand Banks in 1929. Heezen linked the broken cables to a giant turbidity current triggered by the Nov. 18, 1929, Acadian-Newfoundland earthquake (Heezen and Ewing 1952) . He went on (with others) to develop the concept of geostrophic or contour currents and explain their role in reworking sediments on the continental rises (Heezen, Ericson, and Ewing, 1954) .
M.L. Natland (1906 Natland ( -) (1963 also attended Kuenen' s lectures and discovered therein the 4 key to understanding the petroleum-reservoir sandstones he was studying in Californa.
Natland had observed that the sandstones were intercalated with shales that contained what appeared to be deepwater Foraminifera. He concluded that the sandstones themselves must have been deposited in deep water. His colleagues, enamored of the idea of deep-sea tranquility, rejected this explanation. Kuenen gave Natland (1963) the needed evidence to show that sands can indeed be deposited in deep water. Further research, both on turbidites and their associated sediments in the modern oceans and on exposed examples of inferred ancient analogues, has supported-and elaborated on the systematic relationships, among the three associated suites of deep-water coarse clastic sediments that Sullwold (1961) outlined: (a) submarine-canyon-axis channel deposits, (b) sea-floor fans at the mouths of submarine canyons, and (c) the deposits underlying basin-floor plains (Sanders and Friedman 1997) .
A.H. Bouma, a student of Kuenen, studied graded deposits and turbidity-current deposits and developed a vertical sequence model for such deposits -a model that formed the basis for all modern studies of turbidite sequences. Bouma (1962) (Fig. 6 ) defined his vertical sequence as "a fixed characteristic succession of five intervals that make up a sequence of a turbidite." Forty years after defining the term Bouma sequence he answered one of my students that "such a sequence does not exist", but he would not explain why.
In the 1960s and 1970s, Bouma' s work led to attempts to explain not only the vertical sequences of strata that certain processes might deposit, but also the three-dimensional relationships of strata that accumulate under the influence of multiple processes, affecting the same part of the basin floor. In the case of turbidites, the early work culminated in seminal studies of the depositional patterns and sediment features that characterize submarine fans -the great bodies of sediment found at the mouths of submarine canyons and elsewhere on the sea floor.
A.H. Bouma served as IAS Treasurer after the 1963 International Sedimentological
Congress.
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The field of sedimentology and the intricacies of publishing have changed considerably during the past 50 years -our field has rapidly advanced ----but the original concepts of Kuenen, Shepard, Heezen, and Natland still attract attention today. Turbidites, edited by A.H. Bouma and A. Brouwer, Elsevier Publishing Company (1964) was published on behalf of the IAS. The term turbidite had only just been introduced, and this gave it worldwide prominence (Einsele and Seilacher 1982 ). Kuenen's paper in this book was titled "Deepsea sands and ancient turbidites."
Meanwhile the debate of dispelling the myth of sea-floor tranquility which the 1948
International Sedimentological Congress meeting ignited continued. F.P. Shepard's paper on deep-sea sediments was published at the International Geological Congress in 1961 and was followed by IAS's first presidential address which Shepard (1964) Secretary, were dissatisfied with Elsevier's handling of our journal.
MY PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT
My involvement as an officer of IAS presented its opportunity through the back door. In Congress to a site in the northern United States. The SEPM Council was very strict in its request: the invitation must be backed by financial responsibility, formal invitations from the president of the host institution, the mayor of the host city, and a detailed analysis of convention facilities, hotel and dormitory spaces, food services, and other relevant amenities. I spent days on the phone and wrote letters to find a host for the International Sedimentological Congress, but to no avail. There were simply no takers. In 1971 at the 8 th International Sedimentological Congress in Heidelberg, Germany, the IAS President asked me to extend formally the SEPM invitation to General Assembly, but a revolt was underway. These were the now long-forgotten days of easy money at academic institutions in the United States, and many young American sedimentologists attended this congress-with all expenses paid. They objected to the next meeting being held in the United States, because they cherished another opportunity for a trip to Europe. As a result of their larger participation they had strong voting power, and an on-the-spot invitation (illegal according to IAS statutes) was drawn up to hold the 9 th International Sedimentological Congress in Nice, France. The General Assembly accepted this illegal invitation and spurned that of SEPM. At the same time I was nominated and elected IAS Vice President.
When news reached SEPM, the council was stunned and in an ugly mood. By coincidence 9 SEPM just then happened to be in an expansionist frame. It had decided to establish European sections and requests had already arrived from European countries for SEPM affiliation as regional sections. ' We will beat them on their own turf' became the cry.
However at that time I wore two hats, (1) that of SEPM Vice President and soon-to-be elected SEPM President-Elect, and thereafter SEPM President and (2) 
SORBY MEDALISTS
The Brigadier Ralph A. Bagnold received the Sorby Medal (Fig. 12) . As his citationist L.B.
Leopold (1978) stated: "Today's recipient of the Sorby Medal is not only the foremost theoretician in sediment-transport mechanics, but stands alone in the conception, apparatus design, and laboratory techniques for critical experiments in this field." I shall never forget his tales emanating from hide-outs in the North African desert during World
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War II, where he used geological skills to help defeat the German troops of Rommel.
The second recipient of the Sorby Medal at the 10 th International Sedimentological
Congress meeting was Francis P. Shepard (Fig. 4) whose geological exploits have already been related.
At the 11 th International Sedimentological Congress in 1982 in Hamilton, Canada, Francis J. Pettijohn was the Sorby Medallist (Fig. 13) . I felt close to Pettijohn, for he stated "like Gerry Friedman, I was trained in petrology -hard rock petrology." But there was more to it than that: we were both students of Frank F. Grout and both of us have written textbooks for students in sedimentology. Pettijohn asked how and why had sedimentology advanced so fast and gave two reasons. One is the petroleum industry that grew to be a giant. The second was renaissance of oceanography, marine geology, and study of modern sediments. Another fellow student at Chelsea Polytechnic-Chelsea College was Douglas J. Shearman (Fig. 14) Robert L. Folk received the Sorby Medal (Fig. 15) . Folk is the most colorful and one of the the most stimulating sedimentary geologists. I remember him as a graduate student at Columbia University, where his office was next to mine. Later when I worked in industry industrial colleagues made fun of him, his sedimentary rock terminology, his study of socalled bacteria in rocks, the fact that editors turned down his papers which later received major awards. I like to quote from his acceptance speech at the 1990 International Sedimentological Congress in England.
"If Bob Folk can be considered to be working on currents, then who is not?" "Everyone should have the right to publish, at least once in his life, a paper of which in his old age he will be completely ashamed!" "The things Folk says that are right are already well known; and everything he says that is new is totally wrong!" "This paper is complete rubbish; it will bring discredit to him and embarrass the journal."
13 "Well, thanks to the courage of the editors, this paper got published anyways." (Folk 1990) As At the 15 th International Sedimentological Congress in Alicante, Spain, Robert N. Ginsburg received the Sorby Medal (Fig. 17) . When I attended the Awards presentation at the International Sedimentological Congress in Alicante, Spain, I was thrilled. The medalist was my old friend and fellow student from the University of Wyoming Bob Ginsburg. When I first met him he had recently returned from France and told me in French "Je suis un étudian" ("I am a student"). The Sorby Medal confirms that he is now more than a student.
The awards that the has received (SEPM President, SEPM Honorary Member, Twenhofel
Medallist, IAS Vice President, AAPG and IAS Distinguished Lecturer) emphasize his prestige and our esteem.
In one week after writing these words I will phase out as chair of the history of petroleum geology division of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists. Bob Ginsburg will be my replacement. Congratulations Bob. Once again a society selects the kind of individual whose commitment to purpose advances the field.
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
We have already noted two important members who received the award of honorary membership in IAS: André Vatan (Fig. 1 ) who received his award in the United States at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and Mme. Gubler (Fig. 7) who was recipient at the 1978 IAS convention in Jerusalem, Israel (Burollet 1979) .
In 1978 Percival Allen was awarded Honorary Membership (Fig. 2) . Harold G. Reading serving as General Secretary provided the following citation:
"Percy Allen was born and bred in the Weald and it is there that his interest in geology was aroused first as a boy and then as a student at Reading University. It is also on the Wealden that most of his scientific research has been carried out, in particular on the Hastings Beds, which he has shown may be interpreted in a number of ways, first by London." (Reading 1979) .
I was awarded the third Honorary Membership of IAS at the International Sedimentological
Congress in Canberra, Australia (Fig. 18 ).
Another Honorary Membership at the same International Sedimentological Congress went to Gerard V. Middleton (Fig. 10 ). I met Gerard during an interval at an SEPM meeting after giving a paper. In the discussion of my paper two geologists expressed their opinion that the results of my paper were impossible. Gerard, Bob Folk, and I retired to my hotel room and continued our discussion and became friends. A year later the written version of my paper received the "Best Paper Award of the Journal of Sedimentary Geology".
Gerry's interest in sedimentology was aroused by courses given by Douglas J. Shearman (Fig. 14) of Imperial College, University of London. In addition to Doug Shearman (Fig. 14) Gerry is grateful to Francis P. Shepard (Fig. 4) and Philip H. Kuenen ( Fig. 2) (1971 ( -1975 ( ), President (1975 ( -1978 , and Past-President (1978 -1982 European congresses during these years were held in England (1990) and Spain (1998) . International Sedimentological Congress in Australia.
22 Figure 11 . Harold Reading (on left), president of IAS (1986 -1990 
